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News

Exploring the 
future of the 
UKCS
OGUK's annual Exploration Conference 
has become a key date in the industry’s 
exploration calendar. The event offers 
professionals a unique opportunity to 
share their experiences and insights on the 
exploration challenges that exist in the North 
Sea and Atlantic Margin.

In the spirit of open collaboration, during 
the event, operators present case studies 
describing the challenges of drilling 
exploration and appraisal wells, offering an 
insight into the successes and failures in this 
challenging area. 

Change report and to the Government 
net-zero targets with a clear action plan 
setting out how our sector can play our 
part in tackling emissions at the same time 
as continuing to provide a large part of 
the energy the UK needs. Our Canadian 
colleagues were interested to hear how we 
went about developing the roadmap and 
engaging the industry to get behind it.

“It was an interesting time to arrive in St 
John’s in Newfoundland, just 24 hours after 
they had lifted a state of emergency as a 
consequence of huge snowfalls over the 
preceding weeks.”

Further international outreach sessions for 
Roadmap 2035 and the UK industry’s efforts 
in decarbonisation are expected throughout 
the year.

The programme of events for this year’s 
conference featured multiple case studies 
from a range of operators including oil and 
gas majors, independents and new entrants. 
In 2020, 100% of delegates described the 
conference as excellent or good.

The conference provides an ideal forum for 
information sharing, learning, networking 
and discussion — helping the industry to 
improve exploration success and avoid 
potential mistakes.

Image above: BP North Sea exploration manager Dr 
Chrysanthe Munn chairs a panel discussion at the 

2020 OGUK Exploration Conference in London. 



EXCEED THEM.
There has never been a more critical time to re-imagine everything. To set 
new standards for safety. To design more efficient processes. To invest in 
training and new technologies. This is the time to rise above the greatest 
challenges, and to push ourselves to deliver the most demanding wells for 
our customers. In any field. Anywhere in the world.
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Sponsorship and exhibition opportunities are available. 
For more information email events@oilandgasuk.co.uk

Raise your profile at OGUK’s 
industry-leading events. 

Members receive 35% discount.

Book online at oilandgasuk.co.uk/events

18 March

Business Outlook 2020
Aberdeen / London 
Breakfast Briefings

Sponsored by Deloitte /  
White & Case LLP

TBC

Diversity & Inclusion 
Conference

Aberdeen

16 September

Share Fair 

P&J Live Aberdeen

2 April

Industry Insights for 
Young Professionals 

London / Aberdeen

21 May

Breakfast Briefing – 
Supply Chain and the 
Energy Transition

P&J Live, Aberdeen

14 May

Offshore Safety Awards

P&J Live, Aberdeen

3 June

OGUK Annual 
Conference 

P&J Live, Aberdeen

Events

30 June

Breakfast Briefing – 
Carbon Storage for the 
21st Century 

White & Case, London

Sponsored by White & Case LLP

1 July

Aviation Seminar 

Ardoe House Hotel, 
Aberdeen
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Glencraft 
partners with 
Apache to create 
luxury off shore 
mattress
Apache North Sea has partnered with 
Aberdeen manufacturer Glencraft to 
provide its Beryl and Forties platforms with 
new luxury mattresses. Following an order 
for over 1,000 mattresses for the company’s 
assets, Glencraft — a social enterprise and 
Royal Warrant holder — developed a new 
design, specifi cally created to provide quality 
and comfort, whilst meeting the stringent 
fi re safety standards required for off shore 
working.

Believed to be the fi rst design of its kind 
in the country, the hand-fi nished Merida 
Crib 7 meets BS 7177: 2008 standards and 
is constructed from all-natural materials 
sourced in the UK. The Merida 7 is aimed 
at improving both the mental and physical 
wellbeing of off shore workers by providing 
quality mattresses for a quality sleep — 
all while reducing the impact and risks of 
fatigue.

“Apache’s work with Glencraft is an example 
of the value which can be generated by an 
integrated supply chain management team,” 
noted Apache Contracts & Purchasing 
Manager, Paul Keith. “The process has been 
a journey for both Apache and Glencraft. 
We took the time to learn about the science 
behind a quality mattress, whilst sharing 
our knowledge on the safety, strength 
and durability required for the off shore 
environment. We also considered the 
environmental impact and costs associated 
with future disposal and change out of the 
mattresses, to ensure we picked the right 
product for the needs of our business.”

Glencraft managing director Graham 
McWilliam added: “I’m genuinely excited 
about the introduction of this off shore luxury 

mattress to our range. It will undoubtedly 
make a diff erence to the experience of the 
off shore workforce whilst on the platform. 
The feedback from off shore has been 
tremendous and the team here at Glencraft 
look forward to our continued partnership 
with Apache.”

The new models are already being used 
on the Forties Alpha and Delta platforms, 
and will be replaced on a phased approach 
across the remaining platforms over the next 
12 months.

Wood awarded 
contract for wind 
modifi cations
Services group Wood has been awarded a 
contract by Equinor to deliver modifi cations 
to two off shore installations in the 
Norwegian North Sea to connect electric 
power from fl oating wind turbines that form 
part of the Hywind Tampen development.

Equinor’s landmark project replaces energy 
generated by gas turbines with electricity 
from a fl oating wind farm located between 

the Snorre and Gullfaks fi elds, reducing 
emissions by more than 200,000 tonnes per 
year. 

Tampen will consist of 11 wind turbines — 
based on Equinor’s Hywind technology 
— each with capacity of 8 MW. Totalling 
88 MW overall, the project will be capable 
of meeting about 35% of the annual power 
demand of the fi ve Snorre A and B, Gullfaks 
A, B and C platforms.

As part of the three-year contract, Wood will 
provide the topside modifi cations necessary 
for the Snorre A and Gullfaks A platforms 
to integrate the Hywind fl witoating turbines 
with the system’s existing power facilities. 
The scope of work also includes equipment 
installation on the fl oating wind turbines and 
upgrades to the onshore control room in 
Bergen which will remotely operate the wind 
farm.

Dave Stewart, CEO of Wood’s Asset Solutions 
business in Europe, Africa, Asia & Australia, 
added: “The Snorre A and Gullfaks A facilities 
will be the fi rst oil and gas platforms to be 
powered by a fl oating off shore wind farm. 
We are proud to support Equinor on what is 
a fl agship project for the North Sea’s energy 
transition journey.”

Member 
News
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Equinor 
launches plan for 
carbon-neutral 
operations by 
2030
Equinor has launched a new climate 
roadmap which aims to ensure a competitive 
and resilient business model in the energy 
transition, and one which is in line with the 
Paris Agreement.

As part of this plan, Equinor aims to 
reduce the net carbon intensity of energy 
produced — from initial production to fi nal 
consumption — by at least 50% by 2050. It 
will also grow renewable energy capacity 
tenfold by 2026 to position itself as a global 
off shore wind major and aims to attain 
carbon-neutral global operations by 2030.

“We are setting new short-, mid- and 
long-term ambitions to reduce our own 
greenhouse gas emissions and to shape our 
portfolio in line with the Paris Agreement. 
It is a good business strategy to ensure 
competitiveness and drive change towards 
a low-carbon future, based on a strong 
commitment to value creation for our 
shareholders,” explained president and CEO 
Eldar Sætre.

“Equinor’s strategic direction is clear. We 
are developing as a broad energy company, 
leveraging the strong synergies between oil, 
gas, renewables, CCUS and hydrogen. We 
will continue addressing our own emissions 
in line with the emitter pays principle. But, 
we can and will do much more. As part of 
the energy industry, we must be part of 
the solution to combat climate change and 
address decarbonisation more broadly in 
line with changes in society,” he continued.

The ambition to reduce net carbon intensity 
by at least 50% by 2050 takes into account 
scope 1, 2 and 3 emissions, from initial 
production to fi nal consumption. This means 

that by 2050 each unit of energy produced 
by the company will, on average, have less 
than half of the emissions compared to 
today. The ambition is expected to be met 
primarily through signifi cant growth in 
renewables and changes in the scale and 
composition of the oil and gas portfolio. 
Operational effi  ciency, CCUS and hydrogen 
will also be important, and recognised off set 
mechanisms and natural sinks may be used 
as a supplement.

Equinor also expects production capacity 
from its share of renewable projects to 
reach 4–6 GW by 2026, mainly based on 
the current project portfolio, and rising to 
12–16 GW, dependent on the availability of 
attractive opportunities.

Operationally, it aims to reduce the CO2

intensity of its globally operated oil and gas 
production to below 8 kg per barrel of oil 
equivalent by 2025 — largely by reducing 
its own emissions — and to reach a carbon-
neutral level by 2030. Remaining emissions 
will be compensated either through quota 
trading systems, such as EU ETS, or high-
quality off set mechanisms. 

Chrysaor joins 
Mocean subsea 
energy project
Wave energy start-up Mocean Energy 
has teamed up with Chrysaor, subsea 
energy storage experts EC-OG and AUV 
specialist Modus in a project to look at using 
renewables for subsea power.

Funded by the partners together with the 
Oil and Gas Technology Centre (OGTC), the 
project will look to use Mocean Energy’s 
Blue Star wave energy converter and EC-
OG’s HALO subsea energy storage system to 
power subsea tiebacks or residential AUVs.

If industry feedback is positive, the partners 
will press ahead with a technology fi eld trial 
using a Mocean Energy prototype in the seas 
off  Orkney later this year. Once proven, these 
technologies could provide backup power 
in case of umbilical failure, and potentially 
provide power for fl eets of autonomous AUVs.

Mocean — a graduate of the OGTC’s TechX 
accelerator programme — secured £3.3 
million from Wave Energy Scotland in 2019 
to build and test a half-scale version of its 
technology at sea. The device is currently 
being fabricated.

“Our fi rst step will be an industry workshop 
at the OGTC in Aberdeen on 27 February 
where we will gather information on real-
world applications and our fi eld trial plans,” 
said Mocean Energy managing director 
Cameron McNatt. “We then plan to forge 
ahead with a fi eld trial later this year at our 
test site in Orkney.”

Modus chief commercial offi  cer Nigel Ward 
added: “This project will demonstrate 
capability to provide temporary or semi-
permanent modular subsea residency 
for HAUV systems controlled by over 
the horizon technology. This innovative 
approach to survey and inspection will 
reduce the numbers of personnel off shore, 
providing signifi cant safety benefi ts and cost 
savings.”

Below left: Glencraft employee Scott Bertram 
adding wool and cotton layers to an Apache 

off shore pocket spring mattress. 

Below: Visualisation of the CCS chain.
Credit: Equinor
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3 June 2020   P&J LIVE

OGUKindustryconference.co.uk
BOOK ONLINE AT

GETTING TO NET ZERO
- ROADMAP 2035

OUR CURRENT CHALLENGES
AND EMERGING OPPORTUNITIES

• Deepening supply chain excellence

• Strengthening industry competitiveness

• Delivery a net zero basin

• Driving technology and innovation

• Developing skills, behaviours and culture

SPONSORSHIP AND EXHIBITOR 
OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE
events@oilandgasuk.co.uk




